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1. Introduction

This guideline provides additional information supporting the BOSSI Determination -
Supervision by outlining recommendations for the use of general and immediate supervision
for land and mining surveys in accordance with the Surveying and Spatial Information
Regulation 2024 (S&SIR 2024) under the Surveying and Spatial Information Act 2002 (S&SIA
2002).

1.1. Scope

These guidelines are applicable to all land and mining surveys that are undertaken by a person
who is not a registered land surveyor or registered mining surveyor.

2. Supervision Requirements

Only registered land surveyors can undertake a land survey, and only registered mining
surveyors can undertake a mining survey. For unregistered persons undertaking such surveys,
they must be under the supervision of a registered surveyor, and the supervision can be
provided in the form of immediate supervision, or general supervision - depending on the
circumstance.

This guideline has been drafted to assist surveyors in working towards improved supervision
and integrity of surveys produced by non-registered surveyors acting under supervision.
Sufficient supervision should be provided to the supervised person such that the integrity of
the cadastre is maintained.

Section 21 of the S&SIA 2002 sets out the supervision requirements for land surveys, and
Section 22 similarly for mining surveys.

Any student of surveying or surveyor’s assistant can carry out a land survey under the general
supervision of a registered land surveyor

Any student of surveying or surveyor’s assistant can carry out a mining survey under the general
supervision of a registered mining surveyor

Any other person must be under the immediate supervision of a registered surveyor

The Boards Determination - Surveyors Assistant specifies the requirements, including the abilities and
experience, to become a surveyor’s assistant as:
1. The holder of a recognised qualification; or

2. the holder of a technical qualification in surveying and who has the relevant practical experience
(as outlined in the BOSSI Determination - Surveyors Assistant) acceptable to BOSSI in surveying
since completion of that course of study; or

3. having at least 5 years' practical experience in surveying acceptable to BOSSI.
4. isincluded in a list of surveyor’s assistants kept by BOSSI.

BOSSI’s Determination — Supervision further sets out the Boards requirements in terms of
both immediate and general supervision.

3. Best Practice Guidelines

The supervising registered surveyor always takes full responsibility for the work of the
supervised person.

3.1. General Supervision

Whilst less immediate oversight is required for general supervision, the supervising
surveyor should ensure:

e A thorough and complete search of survey and title information has been obtained.
e Adeqguate site attendance by the supervising surveyor is undertaken for complex
site requirements.
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¢ All field notes, calculation sheets, sketches and plans are reviewed and signed.

e Adequate records are kept to verify the level of general supervision provided (this
could include call logs, file notes etc.).

It is recommended that attendance at the site by the supervising surveyor occurs at least
once for each survey, generally at commencement. This requirement may be considered
discretionary if the survey meets the following conditions: short duration surveys (i.e., one
day of field work), not complex (i.e., all reference marks are readily available and in
agreement), and of low risk (i.e., structures are far enough from boundaries such that
encroachments would be unlikely to occur).

3.2. Immediate Supervision

In addition to the guidance provided in the Determination, it is recommended that all items
noted under General Supervision above, and the following items are implemented for
immediate supervision.

e The supervising surveyor attends on site for a minimum of 50% of the time of
the work.

e A person classed as requiring immediate supervision does not undertake single
person field work.

e The supervising surveyor should co-sign all field notes, calculation sheets,
sketches, and plans, etc. to verify they have been reviewed and confirm the
quality of the work.

e The supervising surveyor should keep adequate records to verify the level of
immediate supervision provided.

e The supervising surveyors should undertake sufficient on-site attendance to
confirm reference marks and monuments have been adequately identified and
marking correctly implemented.

3.3. Use of Digital Technology for Supervision

Supervising surveyors may be able to use digital technology to provide some level of
immediate supervision from a location remote to the survey site.

Remote supervision is an effective tool to assist surveyors in the supervision of staff.
Acceptable electronic techniques include audio-visual communications on phones and
computers using applications such as “Zoom”, or “FaceTime”. Although remote supervision
may be useful, it should not be a replacement for in person site attendance by the
supervising surveyor.

The supervising surveyor should keep records of instances where remote supervision
techniques were used. Records may include photographs, call logs, and audio-visual
recordings.
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3.4. Supervision Criteria - Flow Chart

SUPERVISION CRITERIA

DOES THE SURVEY MEET THE

DEFINITION OF A LAND OR LEGISLATION
MINING SURVEY? DOES NOT APPLY

(S&SIA 2002, Pt 1, Sec 3(1). (Use best practice)
Definitions)

IS THE PERSON ENROLLED IN A COURSE OF
STUDIES THAT LEADS TO A RECOGNISED

QUALIFICATION?
DOES THE PERSON MEET
THE STUDENT OF See the BOSSI Determination of Recognised

SURVEYING DEFINITION? Qualifications
NB: If they have completed the course, this

definition does not apply. See surveyor’s
assistant test

THE SUPERVISED PERSON MUST MEET AT
LEAST ONE OF THESE CRITERIA

DOES THE PERSON MEET (See BOSSI Determination - Surveyor’s
THE SURVEYOR’S Assistant)

ASSISTANT DEFINITION?

a: Does the person hold a Recognised
Qualification (See BOSSI Determination
Recognised Qualifications)

b: Does the person have a technical
qualification AND the required experience
acceptable to BOSSI?

GENERAL c: Does the person have 5 years’ experience

d: Is recognised with BOSSI as a Surveyors
Assistant

IMMEDIATE
SUPERVISION

THE PERSON QUALIFIES FOR
GENERAL SUPERVISION

Conduct the land or mining Survey in
accordance with the Act and Reg. Fulfil
your legal and professional responsibilities

See Sec 21/22 (3)(b) Act. Any person may and obligations.
carry out a survey under the immediate
supervision of a Reg. Surveyor. The
supervising surveyor is expected to have a
significant level of involvement with the
supervised person, including site attendance.

See BOSSI Determination - Supervision.

»

BOSSI Guideline - General and Immediate Supervision 7



	Title:
	Published by:
	T: (02) 6332 8238

	Copyright:
	Disclaimer:
	1. Introduction
	1.1. Scope
	2. Supervision Requirements
	3. Best Practice Guidelines
	3.1. General Supervision
	3.2. Immediate Supervision
	3.3. Use of Digital Technology for Supervision
	3.4. Supervision Criteria – Flow Chart
	THE PERSON QUALIFIES FOR GENERAL SUPERVISION


